PSA
CLASS VI SCIENCE
PASSAGE – 1
Vermicompost is the process of preparing compost with the help of worms,
usually earthworms, to create a heterogeneous mixture of decomposing
vegetable or food waste, bedding materials, and vermicast. The food wastes
should not contain salt, pickles, oil, vinegar or dairy items as disease-causing
organisms start growing in the pit. Earthworms do not have teeth. They have a
structure called ‘gizzard’. Powdered egg shells or seashells also would help
them in grinding their food.
Vermicast, also known as worm castings, worm humus or worm manure, is the
end-product of the breakdown of organic matter by species of earthworm. It is
rich in microbial life which converts nutrients already present in the soil into
plant-available forms. Unlike other compost, worm castings also contain worm
mucus which helps prevent nutrients from washing away with the first
watering and holds moisture better than plain soil
1. The food wastes should not contain
…………………
(a) Salt
(b) Dairy
(c) Oil
(d) All of these
2. Earthworms have a structure called ………..…which helps them in grinding
their food.
(a)Gizzard
(b)Egg shell
(c)Sea shell
(d)Teeth
3. .……………………is the end-product of the breakdown of organic matter
by species of earthworm.
(a)Microbes
(b)Worm mucus
(c)Vermicast
(d) None of these
4. …….………….. prevents nutrients from washing away with the first watering
and holds moisture better than plain soil.
(a)Earthworms
(b)Worm mucus
(c) Microbes
(d) Eggshell
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PASSAGE – 2
A substance that can be attracted by a magnet is called magnetic materials.
Some magnetic materials are iron, nickel, cobalt etc. Aluminium, copper, gold,
silver, sand, wood etc. are examples of non-magnetic materials, i.e. Not
attracted by a magnet. Magnetite is a naturally occurring magnet. The area
around a magnet in which its force can be experienced is called its magnetic
field. The two ends of the magnet are called poles.
A freely suspended magnet always comes to rest in North-South direction and
the respective poles pointing these directions are called north pole and south
pole. When two different poles are brought closer, like poles repel and unlike
poles attract each other. A magnet loses its properties when heated,
hammered or dropped and if not stored properly.

1. Which of these is a magnetic material?
(a) Copper
(b) Stone
(c) Cobalt

(d) Paper

2. A mixture of sand and iron filings can be easily separated by ……………….
(a) Sieving
(b) Magnetic separation
(c) Filtration
(d) Hand picking
3. Magnets will lose their properties if they are
(a) Heated
(b) Dropped from height
(c) None of these
(d) Both a and b
4. Which of the following statements is true?
I. Like poles attract each other.
II. Unlike poles attract each other.
III. Unlike poles repel each other.
IV. Like poles repel each other.
(a) Both I and III
(b) Both II and IV
(c) Both I and II
(d) Both III and IV
Answer Key
Passage I
(1) (d) All of these
(2) (a) Gizzard

(3) (c) Vermicast
(4) (b) Worm mucus
Passage II
(1) (c) Cobalt
(2) (b) Magnetic separation
(3) (d) Both a and b
(4) (b) Both II and IV

